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Questions ‘Tramps’ at JFK Slaying Site 


or 

How t}>o liuta 
■f ood th(} Heobt 
with I’JKdr Sheoi*it^ 


By George Lardner Jr. 

Washington Post Staff Writer 


~ “We’re not reopening the Ken- 
nedy case per se, but we are fac- 
— tuaily checking out any leads that 
Two of the three “tramps" ar- Jo not appear to have been ade- 

luo coni er;- rested in Dallas shortly after the (juately handled,” Revell said in a 

^ . -f j , assassination of President John F. 

o on oi 0 K, Kennedy in 1963 have told the FBI 
ori/|inai nin. that they had nothing to do with it 
and were not on the scene until 
ri-ithouch after the shooting. 

Oliver B. Reveil, agent in charge 


telephone interview. 

Many conspiracy theorists have 
said the tramps, long known only 
by news photographs taken of 
them after they were arrested. 


Doyle, of Klamath Falls, Ore., told 
the FBI that "they had spent the 
night at the rescue mission and 
were treated very nicely,” Reveil 
said. 

“Both commented that they had 
gotten fresh clothes, showered, 
shaved and had a meal. They head- 
ed back to the railroad yard when 
they heard all the commotion and 


..ore involved in the killing. Clean- sirens and everything, and they 

t>ie cortniiiyffi,gp{ 3 pgjj^.,ii 3 goffj(-g gaijyeg. shaven and relatively well- asked what happened. They were 

ly laiOHo noi'‘> terday that John F. Gedney and groomed, tiiey were found in a told the president had been shot.” 


Harold Doyle were found and freight car near the a.ssassination 


that aovill toldiuestioned in recent days after 
years of anonymity. The third, Gus 
-januier mul lie y/. Abrams, probably is dead, 

, Revell said 

i.'say know nore; 


site not long after Kennedy was 
killed Nov. 22, 1963. 

They were held as “investigative” 
prisoners on vagrancy charges and 


The FBI also plans new image en- 
hancement of an 8-mm film taken six 
or seven minutes before the assas- 
sination that seems to show move- 
ment in the sixth-floor windows of 


'I'heir arrest sheets were found released four days later, according the Texas School Book Depository, 


recently among Dallas police rec- to their arrest records. 


from which Lee Harvey Oswald is 


ords on the assassination. 


Gedney, of Melbourne, Fla., and said to have fired the fatal shots. 


tlian tin; Hofrt 

carried, tliiu ^ , 

ntory ir, eiuniijh to juc,tify ray coi iment, the nut.-.' theorietr ar<; uneful to the P13I et al. 

After hearin;; lae on u radio broadcast in 1'Jb6, Iticliard Byrayue, then a vice pre.aidrjnt ■ of 

-‘■ouche, Bailey, vjrote and asked ne hov/ he could help in the course of lois business travels, 

uliich included Balias. I su£ijj,-ested a search for picture and told liiw about some of wliich I’d 

learned ohat \/ere as 1/011 as v/ere not in v/hcit the FBI orovided the Warren Comnissi on. I rem— 

. TSP>i^ -- 

ember of tlur laim/ri I su(ii;osted the^^niovit; film by Alyea, then \/itli 1/1 '’Aa-TV, and of wliat 

the r’BI did not report of v/liii;li I knew I Imow I told liim of the B/ill-as Ginena Associates 

collection of 8mm amateur movies. I referred liim to a iirs. Gev/irtz, who filas in charge, and to 

-wiidy Brenlc, v/ho.was the editor, iiy liopo was that he (;ould get tlie outtrikes and lie did. In 

the course of checidng' the papers he got the pictures of the tliree men v/ho he, *^arrison and 

others iuuediately cal.t.od ' the tramps." When 1 pointed out thcit no assassins i/ould h/uig 

around to get caudit they decided tliat these tliree '.;ere, liter;illy, the UIA's jiaymasters! 

I nov/ do not r«iKall all the debunlcing i did, tlie first and never abandonned "identification" 

was of Ldiiar Eugene Bradley, then west-qCast rep. of tlie right-wing Cape Hay, If. oh preacher, 

*^ari iiclntire. ^yrrii rjane mdo a young lortune on the college circuit soeaJcing as though 

for Garrison mid he sui’e misued these "t 'amp" pictures then and later! he was big on Bradley. 

Ihere followed a consxderable volume ol "idtuitif ication. " Webenian and Canfield were uosi— 

tive in tlioir "identification" of the one called "the wallcing mmi" as E. Howard ifunt, then 

oi 'Jatei’tjate fane mid earlier in tlie Cla, Their proof was the new science of ear identification 

f 

Watergater Franlc Sturgis was miother "(identification. " (?^f tlie other:;, all of \/liicii i do not 
rcmsimDer, either Garrison, Sprague or botli referred to the sliortest of the tliree as "Frenhy" 
becau.se cf the alleged Frcmcli cut of liis suit th;it, as Lardner reports, h;id just been given 

lion wiiere tliey'd spent the night before. ' ^ 


to lii.u at tlio re.scue nis.._ „ 

Bln’tly after the 4-4.08 ifing assassination tJie pajiers car 'led a sketch of his alie 


eged 





